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The Drilling Project

at Santa Rosa State Beach in Cambria

Fhe mercurs psoe resarding the Santn Rosa Beach drilling proposed by the Cambriz Community Services Distict and condueted b the U0 5.
Army Corps of Engineers requires saome turther explanation. Both cotities have found ways to bypass leeal requirements for full environmental
resiew ol potential and unintended accidents and barms thar might ocewr on public resource propertios and tw human health. The allosed drilline
an Santa Kosa Beach isosinnlar 1o the TES . government™s relaxed and cursory environmental review that British Petroleum (B wis SIVen, e
shorteets were allowed i order to save e wthe expense of the cievironment and the public healith. We watch in horror the results of the BP
shortcut s the environmental dimage grosvs exponemtially. e sime shortsightedness and avoidance of enviroomental rev iew i tahing plogce
tour own tow e and, instead of oil. the tonie substance that may be refeased by accident is mercury known 1o be i creek sedmienis. Mercurs
found i the Santu Rosa Creek Walershed comes from the Qweanic Mine located approsimately & miles upstreain from Santa Rosa State Beach.
The mine has feaked acuds and contamimaties for decades and these products are tansported and deposited on Hoed plains and in seditoents near

the roondy af He crech .

Wihitle the Calitorma Coustal Commssion members voted 5-1 1o allow the Armv Coeps to drill on Santa Rosa State Beach in front of Shame!
County Park and on the sund spit that separates the ocean from the Sama Rosa Creek Tugoon for potential use for s future desalination

tacality, many agencies whose mession it is w safeguard public headth and sadety and the environment had more to say. The UIS Dlepartmend o
the Interior, US Natienul Muanine Fisheries Service, CA Fish and Gume. the Native Aaverican Fleritage Commission and the Air Pollution Control
Buird expressed environmental concerns in letters o the district that were forwarded 1o 1he Comstal Convmission Stafi. AFZCNCICS WOTE concemed
Buil sizanmicant iupaets W the eosironment may he wun oidalle when dedling is combined with desalination, Shockingly, i should be noted that
the Coasl Comnussioners themselves neser received these Agency Tedters and cast their vote for this project s ithout Ay daty on anrpacts thay
project miy have onsensitive amd endangered species af und near Uhis site.

The Deptoo the huerior said mimpacts arising from the activities selated 1o the Tull buthd-out of The water diversion and desadinization
nftisstric e should be cvaluated.”™ The Regtonal Manuger of the Dxepr, af Fish and Ciome siited te Cprogect deseription has net been adeyuately
characterized™ wnd “the project dues not guabidy for a e eficet delermination”™.

Sadlas by withdreaw ing from the Calitornia Environmental Qualiny Act cCT0A 1 prowvess aind dons mg thiar g U050 project. the COSTY avoided
i ering Citizen and ageney conoerns and comments and further evaded Tull environmental review tike Dritish Poetroleum i the Gulf of Mesico
wilh their waiver of environmental review ¥ and opened the door 1o potential iy imreduceng hidden mcthyimescuns it fragile ecosysten and
much ctded public beach by dnilling numerous rear holes in sediments. How this nieht b the pithlic and the coosystem s now oot known,
let there be no mistake abont (his - the COS and the Anmy Corps are sambling with your health and with the Sants Rosa Creek coomysiem by
tukarre shorteuts wath perniing.

D soue koo that the federal government calls methvimercury one of the nation™s most serious gardons waste prodilems, and the Centers tor
Discise Conool and Provention suys it is o possible carcinogen? Did vou know Uit IMEFCUry Arom e wisie trascls ap the food cham throagh
Bactert. whwh converts it meths imereury - o poent toxin that can permanenily damaee e briin and neevois sustenn, especiadly in fetuses and
Citldren? Dad vou know that methy hiereury can be absarbed theoweeh the skin and throwgh cots wad abeasieos” DA vou knos that the citizens of
Cambwiicare liable tor whatever damage the Army Corps of Engineers docs according Lo the signed March 2000 Projeet Cooperation Agreement
Iy ouhnow that doveloping a phaned response for the potential selease of this hazardoos wasie was avosled by the Army Corps aid the CCSID
with the “categorcal exeruption” from further envivommental review ™ Did you know (hat the State Parks, Sysiem may aliow this to happen and
there by potentudly contuminate public Bands with mercury that they are chargad with the responsibiiiny o protect”? Did you know that the County
Parks andd Recreation Department iy allow te Army Corps and the COSD to cominue this drill; ng withoul a planned response of potentiyl
cuntarmiahon by allowmg access through propenty owned by e county (e taxpiy ersr?

There s some good nesws to report. Concerined citizens were suceesstul in educing potentiably signihcant envirommnentul impacts of this projec
s rasiug the voice ot reison. Severat new restrictions and timelines were applied to the drifling project. incleding monitoring Sunta Rosa Creck
water levels wihitle e pumping vecies . Howeser, concerns and quiestions remain regarding negative mmpacts (o endangered species, the elfects
ot potental meths mercury contamination. public aecess i use of stste and county park linds, and Coliaral Heritage site disturbance. Generator
winl vonstroction aoise fesvels dunng the well installation will be considernble, Weltheud prpres buarted sust below the sarface of the sand coald be
cxposed posing i satety beezard for beacheoers and svildlite foe a number ot years. Toxic PV well casings will be broken up with no method of
remten iy shards fron deep in the samd. The [ist of issues riised by the public and responsible agencies 15 long yer the issues rased have not been
aaly sed throngh & CEQA provess, This L s spectticalby designed to proteet YOUR healtl from reckless shorteuts and protect the environment
o sibeisive detions.

It i~ very impuontant o constder that according 1o the cases that witerpret the California Environmentad Quality Act. discretionary decisins,
itchdmg resolutions adopted by the COSEY that may have an effect on the environment are “projects” within the meantng of CEQA und regnme
an ovmonmentad Tnpaet Repart. The CCSD's decision o terminate midstream the negative declaration that it undertook. us lead arency, was
descretionary and the oweome will certainly have ane effect on the environnent. Mullipte agencies — both federal and state — und niny members
vl the public subimilled comments on the negative declaration with Juta and inforaution showing the harms that the drilling progect may cause o
AUy ens ronientdly sensitive habitat sreas and w endangered and protected species, and asked for more exreasive environmental row e
B ovoung w mceuse™ the negative declaration instead of responding to these comments. the District stopped the process by whicl wnpacts

W Lhe progect mighi have been avoided and/or reduced through mitization measures.

Instewd, 4l proqect oy going forward with no environmentat review,

Wowant tosee environmental kiws entorced and sapported o the fullest extent, not svoided.
Cull the Californin Bepartment of State Parks and Recreation and County Parks und volce your comcern.
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